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You probably know Lake Mulwala for its boating, skiing and excellent fishing. What you may
not know is how valuable the Lake is to the River Murray System. It plays a part in the lives of
irrigators, the community, and wetlands and waterbirds downstream.

By managing and varying the level of Lake Mulwala we can provide water at crucial times
for irrigators and for the natural environment. This information guide is here to explain the
operation of your lake and how important it is to our river system.
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Lake Mulwala’s storage capacity is ¢ and managing the River Murray to flow by gravity into the major

around 130,000 Mega litres (ML), or system. .
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Yarrawonga weir was officially opened
50 years after it was built.

>> . . : orders for irrigation water supplies and : days, irrigators may request more water.
Irrlgatlon seéason : releases sufficient water from Hume
operations Dam to meet the orders. i These greater demands can cause

i Lake Mulwala to fall slightly.

Ulice el el Il Sy s [ i On the other hand, if conditions are

Unlike our regular calendar year, Lake: Victoria and NSW Murray System . cooler or it rains in the irrigators’ area,
Mulwala is operated by two main . channels usually extends frommid : irrigators may use less than was
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AHD to 125.15 m AHD for several . Lake Mulwala. Within that time weather
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River Murray Water assesses daily * warmer than predicted over the last four
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RMW directs the operation of the River
Murray System to share the water
amongst NSW, Victoria and South
Australia.
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River Murray System Snag Australian Height Datu%l‘*HD) -
The main course of the River Murray and Fallen trees and dead branches in the A datum is a known or assumed point-,‘ i
anabranches including tributaries enter- ~ river channel. used as a basis for inference or reckoning. r
ing the River Murray upstream of Albury In navigation and surveying, the mean »
and the Darling River downstream of the  Mega litre (ML) sea-level is a common datum-line. AHD, ’l
Menindee Lake storage. This includes the A Mega litre is 1,000,000 litres and is lthe Australian Helé{ht Datum was adqptcd
Edward River System and it also includes  roughly equal to the volume of an in May 1?713 and is the dafum to Wf.HCh
dams and weirs such as Hume and Olympic swimming pool. all {nappmg is referenced in Australia.
Dartmouth Dams Yarrawonga Weir. This datum surface passes through a

. caretully calculated mean sea level.”
Ramsar Convention

Weir ) The broad aim of the Convention on
A _dam p Ie'zced across a river or canal to Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran 1971) is to halt
raise or divert the water or to regulate the worldwide loss of wetlands and to
or measure the ﬁ_OW ofthe water. Under  .,qerve those that remain through wise
high ﬂo'w'condztlons most of the crest use and management. The Convention
ofa weir is qveﬁopp ed a’?d downstream ¢ signed by representatives at the town
water level is only marginally lower than —  cp o ocar in 1971 There are now more
upstream water level. than 135 Contracting Parties to the
Convention who have designated the
Ramsar List of Wetlands of International
Importance.

Lake Mulwala is an extremely important part of the River Murray System. The ability
to regulate flows four days travel time downstream of Hume allows very efficient
use of water by irrigators supplied from Lake Mulwala. This also means water can be
effectively managed to minimise impact to properties, the environment and to the
river channel itself.

For more information on how your Lake is essential to the River Murray System

please call the Murray-Darling Basin Commission on (02) 6279 0100, or visit the
website:

www. mdbc.gov.au

! Reference from (http://e-nrims.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/al pgs/glossary1.htm)
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